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(anada bans
baby walkers

CAUSE 1.000 INJURIES FACH YEAR IN COUNTRY

Major retailers stopped selling them in 1989,
but small vendors have kept them in stock

ANDY RIGA
THE GAZETTE

Melly’s parents thought she was
safe because they were nearby
and had installed a gate at the
top of the stairs, Butag the eight-
month-old gir] scooteq around
the kitchen in g wheeled baby
walker, she yanked on the cord of
a kettle, splashing her face and
body with scalding watep

The girl, who suffered sévere
barns nearly a year ago, was
front and centre jagt year when
the Montreal Children’s Hosp-
tal an appeal to outlaw

Yesterday, officialg at the hos-
pital and other advo-
cates got thefr long-held wish
when Health banned
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Canada’s big retajlers agreed
ta stop selling them in 1989 but
Canadian kids stil] use them,
emall
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an pediatricians found 7,1 per
cent had trutie.g one or aﬁ‘::
citiidren undar 18 monthy
infuries assoefated with baby
walkers in the previous

baby
at Toys R Us in Canada for 15
years,” said Debbie Mondell, a
ToysR Us “AndI
don’t know of another Canadian
retailer that does,”

In the US., most new walkers
are too wide to fit through a
doorway and have gripping
mechanlsm to stop them from
goingover theedge of a step,

Those aren’t good
enough, Friedman said, Even
with them in place, baby walkers
cause about 7,000 infuries every
year, says the U.S. Consumer

For more on kee
visit www. safeki
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COURTESY OF TOYS R Us
The Exersaucer, an activity
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